




Our Sons. 


HI — OUR CADETS. 

HnWLEY WVNVARD, HA, SM- CclUg,. 

BY captain Kowle\ 

.1 . narents who, on taking up the paper the 
F '"' arC h Vh the Woolwich or Sandhurst list is “ out," do 
morning on which looking down it to see whether 

no, feel a kindly mterest L^feven if there be no keener 
So-and-so's boy “ ’“ j t0 the reader’s own kith and kin. 

" ti.ion that prevails for the .united 
Lib of vacancies at these military establishments (Sandhurst 
especially) may be accounted for partly by the keenness for 
soldiering which fortunately for us inspires nine-tenths of our 
boys, and partly by the feeling of parents that, however unprofit, 
able an investment the career may be, it gives for a fair outlay 
an unquestionably honourable profession. 

Perhaps, in addition, the fact that no special gifts beyon 
those of sound common-sense and a gentlemanly bearing aie 
necessary to ensure at any rate a livelihood in this profession 
may have its weight with the parents of those whose talents 
hold out no prospect of the House, the Bar, or the Mitre, lhat 
it is not a profitable career from a business point of view goes 
without saying. The outlay at the start, i.e., in preparation for 
the college or academy, the expense at either establishment, 
and the subsequent embarkation on regimental life, are out of 
all proportion to the future remuneration, and when all this over, 
an annual allowance of no small dimensions, for a large portion 
of the young soldier’s service, has to be placed to the Dr. side of 
the account. In addition to this the possibility of compulsory 
as compensation for exceptional ill-luck in promotion, 
Iwl t ° f even « reater disabilities in the future, and the 
employed ° busin( ; ss c °ntract between employer an 

somewhat dtfficullto account foL 6 ^ rUSh ^ C ° mmiSS '° n 
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On the other hand, there are many things and weighty to be 
said in favour of this undoubtedly popular profession. The 
social position which it gives, though perhaps not so high with 
us as with our cousins the Germans, is no doubt a great point 
in its favour. The life is a very rare combination of active 
mental, and bodily exercise, the balance being well-preserved 
which is essential to the mens sana in corpore sano. The 
discipline of mind and body, and the habit of ready obedience, 
are no doubt of excellent service for the moulding of character 
The high tone of chivalry, personal honour, and devotion to 
duty, which obtain in many regiments, are very strong recom- 
mendations to the truly parental mind. Writing as we are for 
parents, we have omitted from one side of the balance the 
question of danger, actual danger from battle or climate, for the 
same reason that we have omitted from the other any mention 
of the honour and beauty of self-sacrifice. For this, the higher 
and less matter-of-fact view of the profession, we cannot do 
better than refer to the late Mrs. Ewing’s stirring conclusion to 
her beautiful and well-known tale of “ Jackanapes,” evoked, 
as her sister tells us in her biography, by her coming to live 
among business men after a long time of soldiering at Aider- 
shot. 


“A sorrowful story and ending badly? Nay, Jackanapes, 
for the end is not yet. 

“ A life wasted that might have been useful ? Men who 
have died for men in all ages, forgive the thought ! ” 

There is a heritage of heroic example and noble obligation 
not reckoned in the “Wealth of Nations,” but essential to a 
nation’s life, the contempt of which, in any people, may not 
slowly mean even its commercial fall. Very sweet are the uses 
of prosperity, the harvests of peace and progress, the fostering 
sunshine of health and happiness, and length of days in the 
land. 

But there be things-^oh ! sons of what has deserved the 
name of Great Britain, forget it not !— the “good of” which and 
the “ use of” which are beyond all calculation of worldly goods 
and earthly uses ; things such as Love, and Honour, and the 
Soul of Man, which cannot be bought with a price, and which 
do not die with death. And they who would fain live happily 
ever after should not leave these things out of the lessons of 
their lives.” 
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Hut to descend from » for th e military career is th( . 
The immediate p«Pf tio „al Establishments-Wool wich 
course at the Military 1 5 in at once the question of the 

or Sandhurst, and her ^ the boy , s to . be entered, 

branch of the se “ Engineer s, means a suffer prepara. 
Woolwich, for Art 1 MV ^ notab ly a greater turn or better 

tion at school or the more correct term ?) for mathem- 

head (who shall say w ^ y0ung soldier who aims at the 

atics. The usual corns ^ ounced wor th trying for them, i s 

scientific corps and v ^ for admission to which is 

to go that> f()r S ’ all dhurst. Inclination often decides 

ind LeTts ntl (herefo a re al gkn« at the relative careers of the 

Woolwich and the Sandhurst cadet. 

The former means a two years or longer course, a great part 
aiven to indoor and scientific work, and besides keeping up the 
Lucres &c., which helped the candidate to pass in, special 
trainin' is imparted in military subjects with a view to the two 
corps into one of which the cadet will eventually pass, the top 
few into Engineers (oddly enough a junior branch of the service 
to that of their defeated comrades) and the remainder into the 
Artillery. 

The Sandhurst course is at present only the inside of a year 
from February to December, or September to July, and is 
entirely devoted to the general military subjects which every 
officer has to keep up. The cadets here are more fortunate than 
their blue-coated rivals in having a very large share of practical 
outdoor work in their course, a good deal owing to the superior 
natural advantages which the position of Sandhurst confers. At 
the end of these two parallel courses of chrysalis life the butter- 
fl\ emeiges, the line officer being at a slight disadvantage as 
le^ards ag c with his rival in the race for promotion. 

V ith regard to the life before these two a few words of 
comparison may be useful. 

Engineersh ^ ^ Profession a s an investment, the officei of 
very much ben “ U . ndoubted pull over all others. His pay lS 
junior cr rades the good thin gs open to him, especially m 1 e 
considerably l'ess^h^ 11 !? and bis expenses are in most case 
-e wdl^^va ° f ° ther -rps. In India, too, ^ 

P C1Vl1 a PP 0ln tments open to him. On the other 
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and he has often a sol.tary life, the comfort and camaraderie of 
regimenta 1 mess are rarely his, and the circumstances of hi! 
life often lend a powerful additional argument to the many in 
favour of matrimony. Promotion, also, is slower in the Env 


ineers 


than in any other branch. 

His late comrade, the young Artillery officer who passed 
out of Woolwich with (but below) him, enters a branch of the 
service whose chief recommendation, among many, is perhaps 
the extremely interesting nature of the work. 

If posted to the mounted branch, the young gunner has three 
distinct kinds of work in which to interest himself— the drill 
and interior economy which falls to the lot of every soldier- 
the management of horses and stables (so dear to the cadet’s 
heart) ; and, last but not least, the science of gunnery. The 
hard work which the study of these three entails is not perhaps, 
from the parent’s point of view, its lightest recommendation 
in a profession at which the taunt of idleness is sometimes 
levelled. The gunner, though more fortunate as a rule than 
the sapper in what may be called mess-life, has such constant 
changes of battery and station that the thorough knowledge 
of each other and close comradeship which distinguish a 
regimental mess do not often fall to his share. There are, 
however, one or two points to his advantage even in this 
apparent drawback, such as the wider knowledge of his fellow- 
man which it confers. Such is briefly the life set before the 
Woolwich cadet. 

His Sandhurst brother is destined for the Cavalry or Infantry 
of the Line or Guards, but by far the larger proportion have an 
infantry line regiment before them, and with this view the course 
at Sandhurst is regulated, infantry drill, musketry, and riding 
being obligatory for infantry and cavalry cadets alike. Towards 
the end of this course the afflicted parent has to face the follow- 
ing somewhat appalling questions : — What regiment shall I try 
for for my son, or advise him to enter his name for ? Into what 
portion of the civilised or uncivilised globe shall I advise his 
projection ? Into the tender mercies of which of these fire-eating 
colonels shall I entrust him ? To the temptations and luxuries 
of which of these crack regiments shall I advise him to commit 
himself? The cadets at Sandhurst are allowed, shortly before 
their passing out, to enter their names for the regiment they may 
select, and those who pass high enough have a fair chance 
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"" , -ranted ,* except in the case 0 f 

„f their applications be.n„ ^ competition. In this case, 
regiments for which ““V, time for appointment an important 

they may have to n a' retirement for age in the 

consideration in view of f not know much of military life 
future. For parf"* 8 " deci de, and recourse is usually had to 

these are hard points ro mofe about it, and whose know- . 

old family friends vv ny cases limited to past days 

ledge-it is fair to add-.s 

and past conditions should influence the decision. A 

Many consideia ff0od ton e and gentlemanly bear- 

regiment well spojn adjutant of the kind likely to give 

mg; a commanding officer nod most critica , 

the right start to the . . a style of living suited to 

r « and, perhaps more than all, the 

existence of a strong brotherly feeling among the officers of 
the regiment-all these are points which parents anxious to do 
their best for their son should investigate at any cost of time and 
trouble The place at which the regiment may be then stationed 
(probably only for a short time) should certainly rank after the 
points named above, save that the question of means very often 
decides for or against service in India ; and while touching on 
this point it should be remembered that India is not now the 
land of plenty which our forefathers recall. Greater comfort (in 
some ways) and the ability to live more “ like other fellows ” is 
doubtless a great attraction to a poor man, but there are several 
important set-offs to this. One is that leave in India (say two 
months in the year) is usually as expensive as serving with the 
regiment, in some cases much more so ; while at home, or within 
reach of home, the two-and-half months winter leave is usually 
spent at the family fireside, at which the additional month makes 
little difference and is gladly welcomed. A small point, perhaps, 
ut one "hich should be considered by those who are doubtful if 
the small allowance they can make is sufficient for home service 
or ne^ssitates India. The question of the Indian Staff Corps 

the in 00 ei f k*” touc ^ e d on, save to note that its advantages are, 
reased rate of pay, after the first few years, the long leave 


annifelT 111 "? these applications to the choice of bog* £ 
P-turbaSKd^c expense Stff2S ** 
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obtainable, subject to the same condition, and the hirrhor n • 
m days to come ; the disadvantages being the Ion? - Pensi0n 
trying climate, the necessity of exceptionally good heaTth and 

work' qU Ti and (m , ma f ny C ? Ses) the less inte resting nature of the 
u ork. The period of probation, however, prevents the step from 

being irrevocable, and so lessens its responsibility 

Perhaps the greatest hardship which can be inflicted on 
a lad just joining is to place him, for old association’s sake 
or from ambition, in a regiment for the normal expense of 
which his allowance is insufficient. Regiments differ in this 
as in other points, and to place a young man in the dilemma 
of either having to decline to join in occupations or enter- 
tainments which his brother officers may take up, or of 
incurring expenses which he is unable to meet without 
further calls on his parents, is as cruel and unwise a course 
as can well be adopted, especially if those calls are to be met 
by reproof and hard judgment. One of the hardest things 
for a father to realise is the difference which, as time goes on, 
comes over the value of money and the style of living, and, 
however deplorable the fact may be, it is a fact which must be 
faced and allowed for if the son is to start fair in the new life 
for which his father has entered him. 

We said just now that the existence of a strong brotherly 
feeling among the officers of a regiment was perhaps the most 
important point which should influence a parent’s decision, and 
it is in this particular that the regimental mess has such a pull 
over the scattered and constantly-changing units of the 
scientific corps. The fellowship, one might almost call it the 
home-life, of a good regiment is unique, and has no parallel in 
other professions, and it is this which causes men who leave a 
regiment after long service in it to feel that they are losing a 
home. An instance, though perhaps common enough, which 
recently came under our notice, will help to illustrate the strength 
of this feeling. A young officer, who had but lately joined a 
line regiment, distinguished as much for their soldier-like 
qualities as for their esprit de corps, and whose father had 
soldiered for many years in the regiment before him, had the 
misfortune to lose his mother very suddenly. Some days after 
her death he rejoined his battalion, but it was not until some 
time after that he was pleased and touched to find that, on 
hearing of his loss, the officers of the battalion had sent to 
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, m attending a dance in the neighk. 

, e themselves f»° f m his home) at a house wll Ul ' 

SfA « 'honoured and willing guest ^ 

the baital*" :; haps ; but it is ‘hf e “““ aCtS f . of though^ 
small thing. which help to make the tegi me „ t 

i_:.ro rnus J Him in tne 


and chi« lr0US a true home to him in the present, 
youngster may J° days t o come. Looked at, too, f rom 

happy ® em fL e when the comfort and gaiety of the mess 
the practical s hardsh j ps and privations of the battle. 

is exchanged mach . ne - s none the worse a machine if its 
field, the fight S w - th suc h nice feeling and 


a 

and a 


if its 
mutual 


w li 

g °°i"c!!' „f what has been said above may be anything bu, 
“ t „ the majority of parents. We have reserved for the las, 
“ consideration which is, in our opm.on, of far greater 
importance than any of those already mentioned ; one whtch, 
nlaced here last, is really in the forefront of the whole subject, 
the question of the school-boy’s preparation for that competitive 
examination which is the key of his career. 

The resort to a “crammer” for the last portion of a boy’s 
education is now not the exception but the rule, indeed 
direct passes from school for Sandhurst are now only about 
one in five. With the question of how far the system of 
cramming (so-called), or special preparation for a competitive 
test over a limited area of subjects, affects the actual education 
of the boy of the present day, we are not here concerned. 
Suffice it to admit that the majority are so educated, and 
that the success of cramming as a profession is 110U 
established, and widens considerably the otherwise narrow 
prospect of many a retiring army man with nothing but i 
poverty before him. This success has obliged public schools 
to establish special classes for the somewhat different needs ° 
army candidates, and Eton in particular has of late y caP 
succeeded to a remarkable extent in direct passes. _ . . if to 

11 honour to the good old school for so adapting 

Present needs. .. 

The great majority of boys, however, as we h aye f or e 
now sent to a crammer’s for some months at leas 
ir army entrance examination. n etit' ve 

examin V Wh ? C admittin g that in face of a comp 
motion for f ew vacancies the harassed parent has 
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excuse for laying exclusive stress on the . 

° a boy ’ s life > we cannot think that the question' ^ ^ 
control at such a critical period should be reckoned a 
of no importance. And yet this is practically H P ° mt 
many cases^ The strict discipline and supervision of school" 
hfe is suddenly exchanged for the comparative liberty ( om 
of work hours) of a crammer’s establishment, where the 
treatment which was considered fitting for the boy at school 

IS , d ? e fr?! d r ‘ ghtl u y S0 ~ t0 be unfittin § for the young man 
who has left, and where the surroundings are in many cases 

anything but those which wise parents would select for their 
son’s first experience of the world. We are quite aware of the 
difficulties with which the ruler of one of these establishments 
has to contend. His pupils are beyond the age at which the 
moral and religious training— such as they are— of school life 
are possible, and in many cases he holds himself in no way 
responsible for anything but their intellectual training. But is 
this all for which he is in reality responsible? Ought the 

training of the intellect — and that within a very limited area 

to be the sole care of one who has the immediate charge of 
a body of young men at the most critical and dangerous period 
of their existence ? Those who have exceptional opportunities 
of judging know what too many of the young men who are 
coached under present conditions lose and what they gain in 
the process. Too often gained — a knowledge of the world and 
its ways which they would have been far better without, and 
which it is impossible ever to unlearn ; lost — the freshness of 
real boyhood, the habits of obedience and respect for their 
seniors, the keenness of interest in work and play alike, all of 
which characterise the schoolboy-cadet. 

Now we have no wish to run down the crammer or his 
profession ; if such finish to the education is necessary for the 
average schoolboy (and it appears to be so), let us accept the 
fact ; but it behoves parents who sendjtheir sons from school 
to these establishments to weigh carefully the responsibility 
they incur by looking solely to educational advantages, and 
neglecting those things which, long after examinations are 
things of the past, bear fruit in reputable or disreputable 
lives. 

Two points in particular seem to stand out as matters for 
the consideration of parents, wherein some progress towards 
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356 ^ , — — re __ first, the necessity of 

v be made. These « responsibility they 

better things ma> be of pa rents ° without full inquiry 
a keener sense on « 1 ^ t0 cratnm oul of work-hours, 

incur by sendj ]ife Ied by t « * see them fail in every 
as to the manner they will tit men who wl n 

^” dC,Crm ;Tt-tt them » “well as intellectual 

examination f or their tn - res p 0 nsibility on the 

no. bn '“P°" bl he same keen ^“/^emselves, and a 
.Cheats who are crammers ^ ^ ^ 

determination on their l«rt » “ * cont rol which they would 

i ve that help, counsel, gmda ^ similar circunnstances. 

U flap!,- own sons to have un obliterated from 

"lurely, if the <*%%%£ importance of such things 

the minds of parents all se f who is willing to under- 

as purity and sobrnW * responsi bility than ordinary, and 
take a higher ftantod f ^ ^ number of passes scored) 

Stsatisftction, should have the firs, claim to the 

nf all true parents. 


Holidays in Lakeland Fifty-nine 
Years Ago. 


LETTER No. III. 

M\ Dear E, This letter will be the last of my Lakeland 
recollections, and will bring me to the most eventful period of 
my life and that of my sister L., the summer of 1831 when 
I attained my sixteenth birthday, and considered myself not 
only grown up, but quite old. We were all once more assembled 
at Bowness, and our happy life on Windermere was in full swing 
when a change came o’er the spirit of our dream. 

We four sisters were suddenly divided, never more to meet 
again with our fancies free. 

Our eldest sister had married a naval man, and was called 
upon to pay the penalty of having done so. Her husband, when 
she least expected it, had to leave her and her first-born infant 
to take command of a ship on foreign service. Of course she 
was broken-hearted pro tern., and must needs send for my twin- 
sisters to live with her during her grass-widowhood. I may as 
well mention here that this visit to the south of England ended 

eventually in their marrying two brothers in D shire, one 

the squire, the other the rector of the parish. This was a 
happy arrangement for them, but not for me and my sister L., 
for we lost their dear companionship and half our boat’s crew, and 
could only wander about disconsolate. 

Fortunately just then an eccentric old bachelor who had a 
lovely place on Grasmere asked us to spend ten days with him, 
and our father and mother were glad of the opportunity of 
giving our thoughts a change, so we moved to pastures new. I 

wish I could give you an idea of Mr. B s house and 

surroundings, which were unique in their way. The house, 
something in the style of a Swiss cottage, was on a hill above 
the lake, and was approached by a succession of little ten aces, 
connected by shallow steps paved with many-coloured pebbles. 


